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Ozet

Bu yazi, sicak demircilik ve dévme Kastamonu baltas: hakkindaki etnografik bir
aragtirmaya dayaniyor. Arastirmayi, Istanbul’un Zeytinburnu semti, Maltepe Demirci-
ler Carsisi’nda yer alan Hasan Ozcan Atélyesi'nde gerceklestirdim. 1994 yilinda yakla-
sk iki bucuk ay boyunca gittigim atélyede, sicak demircilik zanaatini ve dévme Kasta-
monu baltasi yapimi siirecini ayrintili gbzlemleme olanag buldum. Ustalarla yaptigim
derinlemesine gériismelerde, onlarin zanaatlarim nasil anlattiklarini, anlamlandirdik-
larim gérmeye ¢ahstim. Bu calismada, arastirma mekéni olarak Hasan Ozcan Atélye-
si'ni secsem de, demircilik ve dévme balta yapimeiligini Tahtakale Kiiciikpazar'dan
baslayarak anlattim. Hasan Ozcan Atslyesi’nin de bulundugu Maltepe Demirciler Car-
sistndaki atélyelerin onemli bir kismi 1960 yillarin ortalarinda Tahtakale Kiiciikpa-
zar'dan buraya taginmiglardi. Gerek Tahtakale Kiiciikkpazar'daki ustalar gerekse Ha-
sana Ozcan Atélyesi ustalari mekansal ve mesleklerdeki dontigtime dikkati ¢ekiyorlar-
dr. Sehirdeki mekansal marjinallesmeyle zanaatlarimn kaybolmasi arasinda iliski ku-
ruyorlardi. Cok énemsedikleri bir diger kohu, balta, dévme balta yapimi siirecindeki
degismeydi. Onlar icin pek ¢ok bilgiyi tasiyan dévme balta yapimu siirecinin degismesi,
iglerindeki 6rgiitlenmenin, hiyerarsinin, tiim is diizeninin, is bilgisinin ve ustahifin
farklilagmas: anlamina geliyordu. Dolayisiyla da atolyelerindeki temel bir tartisma;
kendilerinin ve zanaatlarinin bu yeni kogullar icinde ne olacagl ve nasil uyum saglaya-
cag1 konusuydu. Bu yazida ileri stiriilen temel savlardan biri, gerek nesneler gerek iire-
tim siiregleri agisindan “geleneksel” ile “modern” ayriminin sorgulanmasi gerektigidir.

Anahtar Kavramlar: Zanaat, sicak demircilik, dévme balta, geleneksel, modern,
tiretimin drgiitlenmesi, hiyerarsi.

The Master Signing His Axe: A Research on the Craft
of Ironworking and Forged Kastamonu Axes

Abstract

This article is based upon an ethnographic research on the craft of ironworking and
forged Kastamonu axes, conducted in Hasan Ozcan Workshop in the Maltepe Demirci-
ler Carsisi, in Zeytinburnu, Istanbul. By visiting the workshop for approximately two
and a half months in 1994, I had the opportunity to observe the production processes
and relations in detail. In the in-depth interviews with the master ironsmiths, I tried
to grasp how they viewed and understood their “traditional” craft. The article also co-
vers the geographical change of production units in Istanbul: most small factories in
Maltepe Demirciler Garsisi, including Hasan Ozcan Workshop, had moved there from
Tahtakale Kiicikpazar in the 1960s. The master ironsmiths in Tahtakale Kiiciikpazar
and Hasan Ozcan Workshop drew attention to the transformation in their trade and
changes in the production locations. They drew parallels between the spatial margina-
lization of their shops in the urban geography and the “disappearance” of the crafts in
the modern world. In their view, the change in the production of axes amounted to the
alteration of the labor organization, hierarchy in the workplace, knowledge of the tra-
de, and the craft of ironworking. Therefore, one of their main issues of discussion in the
workshop was how they and their trade could adapt to the new state of affairs as well
as how they would survive under “modern” conditions. The article aims to challenge the
misleading distinction between “traditional” and “modern” production processes and
artifacts.

Key Words: Craft, ironworking, forged axe, traditional, modern, organization of
production, hierarchy.
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