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Mythology in English Literature

	 	 	 	 	 fall-frıdays 14:45-17:40 A-2


prımary sources:	 	 	 Sumerian Mythology: 


SUMERIAN MYTHOLOGY: A Study of Spiritual and Literary Achievement in the Third 
Millennium B.C. 


(SAMUEL NOAH KRAMER, University of Pennsylvania Press Philadelphia, 1961)


 The Epic of Gilgamesh 

(my edition: translated by andrew george, penguın books, 1999)


Greek and roman Mythology: 

 


Hesiod’s theogony and works and days - pages 23-105 

(my edıtıon: translated by R. M. Frazer, Unıversıty of oklahoma press, 1983)


Homer’s The Iliad - books ı, ııı, ıv (lines 1-140, v, vııı, xvı, xvııı, xıx, xx, xxıı, xxııı, xxıv), 

(my edıtıon: translated by anthony verıty, oxford world’s classıcs, 2012)


 & The Odyssey

(my edıtıon: Translated by Rodney Merrill, unıversıty of mıchıgan press, 2002


or for the prose translatıon: walter shewrıng, oxford world’s classıcs, 2008)


Norse Mythology: 


The Poetic Edda 

(my edıtıon: translated by carolyn's larrıngton, oxford world’s classıcs, 2014)


Saga of the volsungs

 (my edıtıon: Jesse L. Byock, penguın books, 2013)


Celtic Mythology:  


early ırısh myths and sagas

(my edıtıon: translated by jeffrey gantz, penguın books, 1986)


sır thomas malory’s le morte d’arthur - books 1 & ııı

(my edıtıon: ın two volumes, penguın books, 2004)


secondary sources:  1) “myth today” (roland barthes, mythologıes) 2) A hero wıth a 
thousand faces (joseph campbell) 3)the greek myths (Robert graves, complete 
edıtıon) 4) The Penguin Book of Norse Myths: Gods of the Vikings (Introduced and 
retold by Kevin Crossley-Holland) 5) the celtıc and scandınavıan relıgıons (j. a. 
macculloch) 6) the ultımate encyclopaedia of mythology  (arthur cotterell)


for the pfd and e.pub copies of these texts you can follow thıs google drıve lınk:  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JWWhCMjZwQ3Qwazg


https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JWWhCMjZwQ3Qwazg
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    16th Century English Literature
  Fall-Fridays 

 11:45-13:10 A-2 
    
Background Reading: Renaissance Literature and Culture, Lisa Hopkins and Matthew Steggle

The New World: Fact vs. Fiction:
Extracts from Eden’s The Decades of the New World or West India

      from Thomas Hariot’s A Brief and True Report
        from Sir Francis Drake’s Drake’s Account

 vs.
      Sir Thomas More’s Utopia

Political Writings:
 King Henry VIII’s “Speech in Parliament,

towards the latter end of his Reign 1545” 

Queen Elizabeth’s “1559 Parliament Speech” &  
“Speech to the Troops at Tilbury” 
Poetry and Sonnet tradition:

King Henry VIII, “Lusty Youth should us ensue”
Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey’s “The soote season”

Isabella Whitney’s “Will and Testament”
Shakespeare’s Sonnets no. 65, 116

 Extracts from Spenser’s Faerie Queen 

*As this reading list includes extracts from different texts I will prepare a copy of the texts for you at the 
beginning of the term, yet for the full texts and poems you can find them online as they are on the public 
domain and here’s a little help: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JSXM3Y3lxRHZodlU
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English Theatre 
Fall-Thursdays 11:00-13:55 A-5 

Miracle and Morality Plays: Everyman, Anonymous  
Elizabethan Drama: The Jew of Malta, Marlowe 

Jacobean Drama: The White Devil, John Webster 
Restoration Drama: The Way of the World, William 

Congreve 
Contemporary Drama:   

Hangmen, Martin McDonagh &  
Everyman, Carol Ann Duffy  

For the pdfs and e.pubs of the old plays: https://drive.google.com/open?
id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JNlFTbEpycTFZZEE 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JNlFTbEpycTFZZEE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JNlFTbEpycTFZZEE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2dwZeojsJ0JNlFTbEpycTFZZEE
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Introduction to Literary Criticism 
Fall-Thursdays 14:00-15:25 A-5 & 15:30-16:55 A-7 

Oedipus the King and Hamlet are our main literary 
texts that will be referred to all along the course 

Ancient Greek and Roman: 
Book VII “Simile of the Cave” and Book X “Theory of 

Art” 
 from Plato’s The Republic 

(My edition: Translated by Desmond Lee, Penguin 
Classics, 2003) 

Aristotle’s Poetics 
(My edition: Translated by S. H. Butcher, Dover Thrift 

Editions, 1997) 
     Horace’s Ars Poetica 

Renaissance and Restoration: 
Sir Philip Sidney’s “The Defence of Poesy” (“An Apology for Poetry”) 

John Dryden’s “An Essay on Dramatic Poesy” 

Romantic view of Art: 
William Wordsworth’s “Preface to Lyrical Ballads” 

Extracts from Coleridge’s Biographia Literaria 

Victorian views on Art: 
Extracts from Matthew Arnold’s “Culture and Anarchy” vs. Oscar Wilde’s “Preface 

to The Picture of Dorian Gray” 

Introduction to Political Criticism: 
“Commodities” from Karl Marx’s Capital 

(For this  part please check Literary Theory: An Anthology ed. by Julie Rivkin and 
Michael Ryan pages 643-646, 665-672) 

Introduction to Feminist Criticism:  
Mary Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Women, Chapter II  

Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own, “Shakespeare’s Sister” and “Androgynous Mind” 

Introduction to Psychoanalytic Criticism:   
Extracts from Sigmund Freud’s The Interpretation of Dreams, The Uncanny 

(For these extracts please check Literary Theory: An Anthology ed. by Julie Rivkin 
and Michael Ryan pages 389-414, 418-430) 

*Follow this google drive link to find the aforementioned anthology by Rivkin and 
Ryan:https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2dwZeojsJ0JU01MbHlfNS1jMnM?

usp=sharing 

*The copies of the selected pages for other texts can be found in anthologies or there are 
photocopies for the extracts, and I will also give you my copy of the folder when the term 

begins. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2dwZeojsJ0JU01MbHlfNS1jMnM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2dwZeojsJ0JU01MbHlfNS1jMnM?usp=sharing
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Drama Theory (M.A.)  

  
(D/H/R:                                                                        ) 

The aim of this course is to investigate contemporary British drama by re-building its ties 
with the history of drama. Starting with an Ancient Greek tragedy, the course aims to 
offer students a deeper understanding of theatre, its reception, and function through the 
ages. This close study will move us towards our focal point: “British Drama Today.“ 
The course's structure requires the close reading of exemplary plays and the theories on 
drama.  Contemporary theories such as Heterotopia, Trauma Theory, Apocalypticism, 
Eco-criticism, Third-Wave Feminism, and Post-Feminism will also be under focus as the 
contemporary plays are closely related to them.  

1.Ancient Greek tragedy and the birth of European drama 
2.Renaissance and theatre 
3.   Modernism and theatre: Avant Garde Theatre, Theatre of the Absurd, Theatre of 
Cruelty (Stage and performance) 
4.   Political Drama then and now 
 a. Political plays 
 b. Theatre of Catastrophe  
6.  Post-Political Theatre:  
 a.    In-yer-face theatre  
 b.    Theatre Today  

Playtexts: 

Sophocles, Oedipus the King; Shakespeare, Hamlet 
Beckett, Endgame; Brecht, Mother Courage and her Children 
Barker, Scenes from an Execution; Churchill, Cloud Nine 
 
Female Dystopias: Kane, Blasted; Kirkwood, Tinderbox 
Male Dystopias or nightmares: Ridley, Mercury Fur; Neilson, The Wonderful 
World of Dissocia 
 War on Terror: Ravenhill, Shoot/Get Treasure/Repeat; Stephens, Motortown 
 Documentary Theatre: Hare, Stuff Happens; Gilroy, Motherland 

Theories on Drama: 

Aristotle, The Poetics                                   
Sir Philip Sidney, “An Apology for Poetry”         
John Kerrigan, Revenge Tragedy: Aeschylus to Armageddon 
Raymond Williams, Drama from Ibsen to Brecht 
Christopher Innes, Avant Garde Theatre 1892-1992 
Bertolt Brecht, Brecht on Theatre 
Antonin Artaud, The Theatre and Its Double 
Martin Esslin, The Theatre of the Absurd 
Howard Barker, Arguments for a Theatre 
Aleks Sierz, In-Yer-Face Theatre: British Drama Today 
Aleks Sierz, Rewriting the Nation: British Theatre Today 
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Themes in Literature (M.A.) (American Culture and Literature) 

Theme for this year: Literary Trauma 

(D/H/R:                                                              )                  

Theory Reading List: 

Sigmund Freud, “Beyond the Pleasure Principle” & The Interpretation of Dreams 

Cathy Caruth, The Unclaimed Experience 

Cathy Caruth, Trauma: Explorations in Memory  
Shoshana Felman & Dori Laub, Testimony: Crises of Witnessing in Literature, Psychoanalysis, 
and History 

Kirby Farrell, Post-Traumatic Culture 

E. Ann Kaplan, Trauma Culture: The Politics of Terror and Loss in Media and Literature 
Deborah M. Horvitz, Literary Trauma: Sadism, Memory, and Sexual Violence in American 
Women’s Fiction 
Ann Keniston and Jeanne Follansbee Quinn (Editors), Literature after 9/11 

Literary texts:  

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” 

H. G. Wells, The Time Machine 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”  

Margaret Atwood, Cat’s Eye 

Dorothy Allison, Bastard Out of Carolina  

Chuck Palahniuk, Lullaby 

Michael Cunningham, Specimen Days 

Joyce Carol Oates, Black Girl, White Girl 

“literature of trauma is written from the need to tell and retell the story of the traumatic experience, 

to make it ‘real’ both to the victim and to the community”  

Kali Tal


